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Family Activity Report 
First Reporting Quarter 2014-2015 
Program Activity: Knight of Columbus Picnic 

Date of Activity:  July 21, 2014 

Objective 
To bring together the Knights of Columbus Brothers and family members for an evening of food 
and fun is the primary objective. This year the Council also invited and coordinated with the 
local chapter of the Catholic Daughters and their families with the idea of introducing more 
people from the parish and specifically husbands of Catholic Daughters to the Knights. 

Overview 
The Council hosted the annual KofC Picnic on July 21st at Centennial Park in Ellicott City, 
Maryland. The event was held in a large covered pavilion at the park and well attended by 
Council members their families and friends as well as members of the Catholic Daughters and 
their families and friends. It was a pot luck style event with the Knights providing hot dogs, 
hamburgers and drinks for the group.  

Planning 
John Renzi and PGK Roy Harris were the leads in planning the picnic with John focusing on the 
overall event and logistics and Roy focused on organizing the food and drinks provided by the 
Council and the overall meal. Planning included: 

- Determining the venue 
- Contracting for the facility 
- Promotion of the event 
- Coordination with the Catholic Daughters 
- Coordination of food being brought by attendees 
- Purchase of food and drinks supplied by the Knights 
- Signage for the event 
- Volunteers the day of the event for setup, cooking and cleanup 
- Website setup for sign ups 
- Pictures and reporting 
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It was decided earlier in the year by the Officers and Program Directors that the picnic should be 
moved to a larger more central location. Based on that recommendation John, Roy and John 
Collins investigated Centennial Park and located a pavilion that was very well suited for our 
needs. The venue was secured in April giving the Council plenty of time to get organized for the 
July event.   

The Event 
What a fabulous day for a picnic! The weather was amazing with sunny skies and slight breeze 
as the advance team arrived to set up the pavilion. Tables were organized to accommodate the 
buffet and dessert table and other tables adjusted to provide ample seating for the attendees. 
Signs were setup within the park directing attendees to the pavilion and Knights of Columbus 
and Catholic Daughters banners were hung on the pavilion ensuring everyone knew where they 
were in the right place. Coolers were brought in and a drink station setup and the coals fired up 
on the grill for the hot dogs and hamburgers.  

 

Let’s get this party started! Mary Messina, CDA Regent, Ct. Howard #1882 and GK Pat Brim 
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Shortly after setup, the pavilion started to fill with people, food, drinks, laughter, music and the 
smell of the hot dogs and hamburgers grilling. After the main group had assembled and the 
buffet table set up, GK Pat Brim welcomed everyone to the event. He went over some park 
logistics and spent a couple of minutes discussing the Knights and of course invited any 
gentlemen interested in joining to simply grab one of the men with the “blue badges”. He also 
thanked the Catholic Daughters for their participation and Mary spoke about the CDA and 
invited any interested ladies to reach out to one of the CDA members. With the recruiting pitches 
complete, Father Warren said grace and we were ready to eat! 

 

John Renzi mans the grill as John Garpstas assists. Keep ‘em coming! 
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What a selection at the buffet table. Homemade potato salad, baked beans, salads and more! 

Pavilion D within Centennial Park was a definite upgrade for the picnic. Not only is it larger than 
the past location, but it has power and the grill is located in such a way that smoke from the 
cooking doesn’t interfere with the party goers. In addition, there is a large playground next to the 
Pavilion for the kids, walking trails, restrooms and an open space where a game of bean bag toss 
(now known as Corn Hole) was setup for an impromptu tournament.  

There was no shortage of food. As people worked their way through the buffet table, the grill 
team continued to shuttle hot dogs and hamburgers hot off the grill. People settled in for 
conversation and dinner and a perfect evening at the park with comfortable temperatures and a 
break to keep everyone cool. Soon the desserts were uncovered for everyone to enjoy. Brownies, 
cookies, cake, ice cream and other sweets were available.  

Some of the kids and there parents took some time to explore the walking trails and playground. 
Others simply enjoyed the company and conversation and the chance to make new friends.  
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Ted and Charlie enjoying the day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Father Warren and friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hey kids did you get 
dessert? 
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The Gahagan’s with their niece from the UK. The picnic attracts people from everywhere! 

 

The picnic started to wind 
down around 8pm and 
cleanup started. Fortunately 
there was plenty of help and 
so it was quick work. 
Leftovers were handed out to 
various families, utensils, 
coolers, plastic ware and 
plates were loaded up to be 
returned to the Knights 
storage area at the Church. A 
quick walk through of the 
Pavilion and the event was 
complete. It was still  
beautiful outside as the last 
car headed home.  
         DGK Rob Edrington and his family heading home. 
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Results 
The Council Picnic was a great event. Having the Catholic Daughters join the Council was a lot 
of fun and what a spread of food! People really out did themselves with great side dishes and 
desserts. The new venue at Centennial Park worked well and having a playground and restrooms 
nearby were definitely a plus. John and Kathy Renzi along with Roy and Sheila Harris did a 
great job getting things organized and making the event such a success. A few high points to 
note: 

- 70+ people attended which is an increase over last year’s attendance 
- The Council website, thanks to Drew Scurachio, was used to managed all sign-ups for 

attendance, side dishes and desserts which was a huge help 
- The event was done within budget 
- The Council has gotten commitments from 2 Catholic gentlemen that we are now 

working with to bring into the Order 

All in all a great venue, friends, food and fun! 

Council Participation 
Over 30 Brothers participated in the planning, execution and attendance the event. 

Promotional Details 
The Picnic was promoted via emails and a flyer (following attachment) to the Council and 
provided to the Catholic Daughters for distribution. In addition, the event was on the landing 
page of our Council website. Lastly, the event was announced at the 3 monthly business 
meetings prior to the event. 
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Monday 21 July 2014 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

Rain or shine – free parking 

Council will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, and water.  Grills 
available at site.  Bring a dish to share (potato salad, dessert, 
etc.)  Beer allowed (cans only – no glass).  No smoking. 

Bring your family and grandchildren! 

Centennial Pavilion D -- This pavilion is located at the 
South or main entrance of Centennial Park off Route 108. 



Pavilion D 
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